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common sense? Have you got common sense? are questions which one should be very sorry not to be able to answer in the affirmative; and yet, in order to be able to do it with truth, a precaution of this kind may possibly not be unnecessary, at least it can do no hurt.
As to the design of my paper it is to take in all subjects whatsoever, and try them by the standard of common sense. I shall erect a kind of tribunal, for the crvmna ICBSI sensfis communis, or the pleas of common sense. But the method of proceeding must be different from that of other courts, or it would be contrary to the meaning and institution of this. The cause of common sense shall be pleaded in common sense. Let not the guilty hope to escape, or the innocent fear being puzzled, delayed, ruined, or condemned.
It would be endless for me to enumerate the various branches of the jurisdiction of this court, since everything, more or less, falls under its cognizance. The possession or the want of common sense appears pro-portionably in the lowest, as well as in the highest, transactions; and a King, and a cobbler, without it, will equally bungle in their respective callings. The quicqivid agunt homines (actions of men) is my province ; and homines comprehends not only all men but all women too, that is, as far as they are to be comprehended. The conduct of the fair sex will therefore come under my consideration; but with this indulgence, which is due to them, that, in trying their actions by the straight rule of common sense, I shall make proper allowances for those pretty obliquities and deviations from it, which great vivacity, lively passions, and conscious beauty, frequently occasion, and in some measure justify.